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Alaska:Science Hidory & Culture Event

Alaska & the Iditarod - Great Race 2023

Day Morning Afternoon Evening
1 | 1-Mar-2023 | Wed Travel to Anchorage, Alaska; transfer to Hotel and check-in (meals in flight or on own) Welcome, Safety & Orientation
Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center + Musk Ox Farm + Master Wasilla Hotel check-
2 | 2-Mar-2023 | Thur Wildlife Expert Talk Class Experience Iditarod Headquarters Visit in Local Dinner
Travel to Happy Trails Kennel & Four-time |ditarod Champion, Martin | Travel to Anchorage;
3 | 3-Mar-2023 | Fri | Talkeetna Guided Snow-Shoe Hike Buser - Master Class Experience Hotel check-In Local Dinner
Official Ceremonial Start of the Iditarod Anchorage Museum - Art, History, Ethnography, Ecology &
4 | 4-Mar-2023 | Sat Trail Sled Dog Race Science Dinner & free time Exploring Anchorage
Travel to
5 | 5-Mar-2023 | Sun | Willow Restart (Real Start) of the |ditarod Dog Sled Race Hotel Check-In Pizza Dinner
Denali National Park's Murie Science & Learning Center+ | Check-In and Local Aurora Borealis
6 | 6-Mar-2023 | Mon Travel to Denali National Park National Park Film + Ranger Master Class Experience Dinner Viewing Opportunity
Travel to Morris Thompson Visitor's Aurora Borealis
7 | 7-Mar-2023 | Tues | Fairbanks Fairbanks City Tour Trans-Alaska Pipeline Visit | Center - Life in Interior Alaska Local Dinner Viewing Opportunity
8 | 8Mar-2023 | Wed Free Time for Exploration Travel Home from Fairbanks, Alaska (usually arriving on following day)
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variable dependent upon dates, weathepecial requestsand other factors. Itineraries will be confirmed prior to travel.
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Day1l ¢ Welcome to Alaska
Meals en route olown

Travel tostunningAnchorage! Most groups will arrive in the late evenin
hours so meals will be on your own while traveling. Once you arri
gSQtt YSSiO @&2dz i 0KS, detkinlardNBt SEEE
settled. Later,time permitting, 6 SQf f KI &S , Safetyk 2 S
OrientationMeeting.
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AI aSle. Alaska, the 49th state, the Last Frontier. Wild, rugged, stark, mysterang jaw

droppingly gorgeousWith no shortage of wild mountain landscapes, beautiful glaciers, and abundant wildlife
Alaska will pull you in with its beauty and refuse to let you go from its icy grip.

Alaska is the land of superlatives: largest national park, highest peak,
longest coastline, biggest statie longest dayand night. The list goes
on, and with all & these unparalleled characteristics, you'd be hard
pressed to cover even a fraction of this place in a typical onéwo-
week vacation period. The 49th state offers so many things to do and
see, you could vacation here for the rest of your life and néawve the
same experience twice. Alaska's adventure, history, culture, fishing,
hiking, skiing, wildlifavatching and scenery just might be the best in all
of North America
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Vv Outsiders first discovered Alaska in 1741 when Danish explorer Vitus Jonassen Bering sighted it on a
voyage fron Siberia.Russian whalers and fur traders on Kodiak Island established the first settlement in
Alaska in 1784.

V Dog mushing is the official state sportThe AlaskaMalamute sled dog is strong and heavily coated. It
was developed as a breed by a graffeskimos named the Malemiuts.

V In 1867 United States Secretary of State William H. Seward offered Russia $7,200,000, or two cents per
acre, for Alaska.

V Alaska is one of the largest crude oil producers in the nation and relies on theAlesks Pipeline
Systento transport crude oil from the frozen North Slope to the wawater port at Valdemn the south.

Vv The fishing and seafood industry is the state's largest private industry employer. Most of America's
salmon, crab, halibut, and herring come from Alaska.

Vv Nearly onethird of Alaska lies within the Arctic Circle.
Vv The discovery of gold in the Yukon began a gold rush in 1898. Later gold was discovered at Nome and
Fairbanks.
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state is approximately 1,400 miles lgrmgnd measuring from east to west it is 2,700 miles wide.

\Y 17 of the 20 highest peaks in the United States are located in Alaska. At 20,320 feet above sea level, Mt.
McKinley, locatedh Alaska's interior, is the highest point in North America.

\Y Juneau is the capital cigndit canonly be visited by way dboat or plane.

\Y In 1915 the record high temperature in Alaska wasdE Fort Yukon; the record low temperature was

-80oFat Prospect Creek Camp in 1971.

Sample Hotet Springhill Suites AnchorageRetreattothA & & a dzA G S &ig Mid€ofvidy, $ght inthe céntell S R
of the hustle and bustle of the cityAll rooms contain two queen beds. Students will sleep quad occupancy;
staff will sleep double occupancy. Room amenities include freedgghd internet access, cable television,
hairdryers, inroom coffee maker, midiridges and microwaves, andore. Hotel amenities include elevators,
business center, guest laundry, indoor corridors, small outdoor pool, sundry @ahdmeeting roomsWEBSITE

Day2 ¢ AlaskaWildlife

Breakfast & dinner included; lunch on own
I TG4SNJ 06 NBI | T abdardour trehspaithtisreaiidraval to thé Aaiskia Wildlife Conservaiienter.

PElFall 2AfREATS W, A3 ¢OheXlaska Wildifg EdhderatidnAC2nter is SpoafiS NJ
organization dedicated to preserving Alaska's wildlife through public education. AWCC takes in injured and
orphaned animals yeaiound and povides spacious enclosures and quality animal care. Animals that cannot

be released into the wild are given a permanent home atthe cenfefil dzZRSy ia Attt KI @S | OK
most iconic wildlife up close. A local guide from the center will share information and stories about the wildlife

at the center.

CONSERVATION CENTER

Afterg I NR & T g¢gridrehftofthe Gominudi<gof Palmer and then Wasd, abouta 1-hour travel time. First
stop ¢ Musk Ox!
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https://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/ancsh-springhill-suites-anchorage-midtown/

Musk Ox FarngLy G KA & @AaAidx ¢SQft €SFENYy Fff Fo2dzi GKS adz
animals at close range, as we learn from the guides and educational exhibits aboua#uiiating natural
history.

aSSi (KS 222fte& al YYMWBKOQR YIES RFKU2KNSY !¢NRI A OQa 2t RSad
contemporary of the wooly mammoth and sakothed tigernr possesses a soft underool called giviut.In

the early 1950s, mthropologist John Jerome Teal Jr. recognized that thetbessometimes only way that

rural Alaskans could earn a cash income was to leave home and seelSwokS ¢ K S NBeam wag 6 £ Q&
domesticate a geographically appropriate animal and bring an @o@nopportunity- gentle and sustainable
agriculture- to a part of the world that had previously known norBy 1969 Teal split his new organization into

two separate entities: The Musk Ox Farm, to focus on the domestication of the musk ox and td thergasut

fiber; and Oomingmak, a cooperative of Native knitters who would take the raw fiber from fluff to yarn and then

to beautiful, handknit garments.Both organizations carry on the vision of John Teal today.

Next stop Wasilla!

Thelditarod Headquarters Learnabout the history of the Iditarod When you visit thdditarod Trail Sled Dog

Race Headquartergou will be immersing yourself in the rich history and culture of this event. For instance, did
82dz (y2¢ GKI0G GKSOF P INE DINIBNIG 2F GKS LRAGIENBR bl GA2
transport mail and supplies throughout Alaskd@mes Redington Sr. left a legacy of preserving this in Alaskan
Odzf G dzNBE (2 K2y 2N) 2dzNJ KAAG2REOKSt NBRI @@ OKRSSYCIl il K K.
and created the famouklitarod sled dog race.

If you want to learn more about the Iditarod, visit the Iditarod Trail
- Sled Dog Museum located within the headquarters. You will find a
! variety of exhibis and displays detailing the past, present, and
future of this iconic Alaskan event. One noteworthy example is the
display of Togo, an inspirational dog that battled the elements in
MpHp® |I'S gL & LINILH 2F GKS Tl Y2dza
™ medical spplies to Nome. This heroic animal has been stuffed and
=~ preserved at the museum for visitors to honor. You can also see a
statue of Joe Redington Sr. and his dog, Feets, outside the
headquarters. In addition to the exhibitsgroupscan view a daily
showirg oflditarod race footage in the video roonileaching Tools
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https://iditarod.com/edu/category/teach-and-learn/

Day3 ¢ Snow & Kennels!
Breakfast &dinner included; lunch on own

After breakfast at our hotel, todag SQf t G 1S I aO0SyAO GNIyaFSNI y2NIK

Guided Snowshoe Hiké L2y | NNRA@GI X ¢SQf f G SaiwedydzMdnowbdotsy OB & A (0 K
guide will lead us on a short hike through -@dwth boreal forest. Keep your eyes open for stunning views of
the Alaska Range.

Iditarod Kennel Visit¢ This afternoon, meefour-time Iditarod Champion
Martin Buser at his Happy Trails Kennel Hear his personal stories while
viewing a glimpse of the grandeur Alaska has to offer along the Iditarod Tr

Arriving at the kennel, you will be greeted by between thirty and six
sled dogs resting comfortably on their houses in the dog Tk
experiencebegins with a welcome and introduction to Happy Trails,
with some guidelines for appropriate behavior witte dogs. Inthe Visitor
Center, your path along the Iditarod trail begins Via a twentyminute video,

, , A S\ o>
you travel from Anchorageto Naama I NUAYy Qa VY I NNI UA2Y H@tﬁ'@\g ' ySOR2U

A A e

The next stop on your tour is the log amphitheat&he campfire and
wall tent, a mockup of the checkpoint at Cripplet the stage for a

4 description of life on the trailThe presentation includes an-depth

; look at how the real athletes the dogsg are cared for and outfitted
for the elements, complete with a "runway" model wearing the latest
trail fashion.

Adog sled demonstration run is the noisy part of the todrteam of

six lucky dogs is harnessed to the gding. You will see and can
photograph them as they pull an ATV on a short, highly visible

loop. 5dzNAyYy 3 (GKS KIFINYySaairAypsS &S HINREKR blhaddihe bnfiléslorRitied ® dzé &
R23a4Q T O0Sa &K 2N sheidags ove tNemosariahing.

The experience finishes withuppy time usually thefavorite part of thevisit! You will get to hold puppies and
be a partof the socialization program sincepgimarygoal at Happy Trails is to raise happy dogs

Ly (KS S$OSyAy3Is 6SQff NBGdadhaieinnery OK2 NI 383 OKSO1 A\

Day4 ¢ Official Ceremonial Start of the Iditarod Trail Dog SleacR

Breakfast & dinner included; lunch on own

Thismorningg SQf t € SFNY Fff lo2dzi GKS LRAGFENRBR Fd GKS aht
spot on 4" Avenue to spend time cheering on mushers from all over the world. Mushers will depart the gate
every two minutes. Watch each of them depart or take off early and enjoy other Iditarod festivities in

' yOK2NJ 3So b20S (KIG #Z&KAG2 AGS (@BY tdz58BYRNVAK { & K& Gd w
start on Dayb.
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The Anchorage MuseumA vastart, history, ethnography,
ecology and science museum in the heart of downtown
Anchorage The museumisdedicated to studyn exploring
the land, people, ariand history of AlaskaAlaska's largest
museum tells the real story of the NortrExplore Alaska
| Native cultures with a collection from tHemithsonian
Institution. An expansiventeractive history galleriells
the story of Alaska. Aandson science discovery
centerhas marine life tanks, planetariumand more. The

GraAl GKS ! yOK2NI 3S adzaSdzyo

 yOK2NI 38 adziSdzy arita 2y GKS GNIRAGA2YIE K2YSEl YR

recognizing and honoring the land, cultyaad language of thaative Alaskan cultures.

¢ KAa S@Sy Ay 3AIlocaliee time ® hePdhit aRexploye SadJovernight in Anchorage.

Day5 ¢ Restart of the Iditarod Dog Sled Race
Breakfastincluded + a $25 credit, per person, on a group gift,qaimra dinner

CKAA Y2NYyAy3as 6SQff OKSO] 2dzi 27F 2 dzNor tKedReSdrEnf tHe2 | R dz

Iditarod Dog Sled Race. Be sure to dress in layers tamizaxstaying warm as the entire day will be spent

outside cheering on your favorite dog teamly. NR dzi S> ¢SQftt ad2L3 +ad + 20! f

snackand lunch itemgyour head teacher will be allowed a $25 credit pergonvia gift cad). Prepare for a bit

of a walk to find the perfect spot along the fence line of the race. Mushers take off across Willow Lake on their

1,049mile journey by dog sled tOssmmses
Nome. The Willow Community Centes =
is open and offers a break from th¢
cold with vendors selling food and
RNAY]l Fa ¢Sttt I & e
out on snacks throughout the day -
Your departure time from Willow wills="
depend on weather conditions anc =~
3dz2SaiaQ O2Y¥F2NIL
see as many of the mushers &

possible B

o

*In the event that the Iditarod Start is relocateafull day of activities will be substituted.
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Day6 ¢ Denali!
Breakfast & dinner included; lunch on own

¢2RIF&3 | Fi S Ndhetkel bf puF hotelib@ard @8 €bhich and travel north to Denbllational Park
approximately &-hour drive

Denali National Parlg Denali is six million acres of wild land, bisected by one ribbon of roealelers along it
see the relatively lovelevation taiga forest give way to high alpine tundra and snowy monsitaulminating in
North America's tallest peak, 20,310' DenadWNild animals large and small roam unfenced lands, living as they
have for agesSolitude, tranquilityand wilderness await.

As permafrost thaws, glaciers shrink, and tree lines rise, we feel humbled to care for this living
laboratory that is so critical to understanding the effects of climate change on our global
community. More than anything else, we hope you celebrate the itteal of national parks

KSNB Ay 5SylfAs | LIXIFOS GKIG Kra oSSy aSa I &
that protects present wildlife and amazing landscapes for your enjoyment and that of future
generations, and a place that celebratesthg’ RA A Rdz f Q& 2 LILI2 NI dzyAde 2
reflection, awe, and wonder- Don Striker, Park Superintendent

PLIRY FNNAGEIE S gSQtt OAaAi(o IKGK aldNiRE { DASTYOISt BQFd S+ AN
months. 9y 22@& GKS bl GA2y It t | Ndearffoinf bl randeSabauflihe farkiadd ask T 5 ¢
guestions about seasonal differences.

Murie Science & Learning CenteResearch and discovery in the subarctic and drcftee Murie Science and
Learning Center promotes science and stewardship on behalf of national parks in Alaska.is part of a
national effort to increase scientific literacy by showcasing research from living laboratories like Denali

Tonight, w® f f K I @ Schéelinfo/o8rKatelinfHe Denaliarea] I § SNJ 6 KA&d S@SyAyaAs ¢ ¢
of Northern Lights!
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Aurora Borealis Hunt Board your motorcoach and start off in

aSFNOK 2F (GKS b2NIKSNYy [A3IKiGaH LiQa y20 Slae Gz
world determined to keep us all connectebut spend an

evening staring wids @ SR 4 GKS Db2NIKSNYy [AIKGAZ FyR @&2dxQf ¢
quickly be reminded of just how small we all afBut like any

natural phenomena, the Aurora Borealis is as elusive as it is

beautiful. Pair the specific weather conditions needed for them

to appear with how difficult it can be to get away from light

LRffdziA2y T | yR &2 dAdE, hawgverFi@ NJ 'y | RSy i dzNB @

one of the best places in the world to see the aurora borealis

dancing overhed. At 65 degrees north, the sky here is a canvas

for the sweeping colors, which are on show four out of five nights

from August to April. Caused by supercharged solar particles colliding with the earth's atmosphere, these
ethereal streamers of green, whi purple, blugand even red light draw awestruck travelers from all over the
world.

Please note that the Aurora viewing is not guaranteed as it is based on weather and solar actiwfyical viewing times
are between 10 PM; 2 AM.

Day7 ¢ TheTransAlaska Pipeline & Life in Interior Alaska
Breakfast & dinner included; lunch on own

After breakfastg SQf t KSIF R 2dzi (2 ! {Fhiranks.OSiart expl@ingRvBhya city ®ur. NI/ A

Fairbanks Alaska- Go deep inside Alaska Fairbanks a city thatemanates a quality of light, energsnd
warmth found nowhere else on Earth. The northern lights will change you, while the summer midnight sun
charms you. Greet the Arctic wilderness on your doorsbeptransported into the goldush pastor engaged

in the art and culture of this vibrant and diverse city.

E GOEDEN HIEART CITY. -

T e

Before the construction of the Alaska Highway, the establishment of military pasé#\laska's induction into

the union as the 49th state of the USA, Fairbanks was an energetic mining town. Italian immigrant, Felix Pedro
is credited with the initial discovery of gold in 1902. As luck would have it, Captain E.T. Barnette's glutahgf bui

a trading post on the banks of the Chena River coincided with this, as well as other key gold strikes north of
town. Subsequently, Fairbanks was incorporated in 1903.

More than one hundred years later, this small boomtown hdsvarsified economy, with oil, gas, gold and coal
mining, military, tourismand the University of Alaska as key components. Fairbanks continues in its role as the
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